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SUCCESS STORY

-ears before 19141 had made the plan of a comedy whose
motive should be the meeting at an inn of four people,
master and man, mistress and maid, and their setting to
partners for the night.  Put like this, it would be hard to find
a more ordinary theme, or one more apt to invite every sort
of obvious treatment from the purely cynical to the rosily
erotic.   My plot allowed for the cross-pairing of lovers in a
way that every modern playgoer would expect;  but the
choice of partners was to arise from character rather than
type.   The comedy was imagined as a "costume play"
from the start, yet it was meant to break away from pre-
vailing theatre fashions.   Producers for instance were talking
of Shakespeare in modern dress; but this was to be modern
thought in period setting.   Dramatists were putting con-
temporary slang into historical drama ; but this period play
was not to be historical, and its speech, though without any
gadzooks, was to fit the dress and the setting.   The four
personages, destined to play their comedy with a conven-
tional innkeeper and wife for background, were to be four